MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

March 24, 2004

County Administration Building

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Alley called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

ATTENDANCE

A quorum was present. In addition to Mr. Alley, the following board members attended: Commissioners Roger W. Wey, Paul A. Strauss, Leslie H. Leland, and Leonard Jason Jr. Vice Chairman Robert Sawyer and Commissioner Nelson W. Smith were absent. Other county officials and employees in attendance included County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders, Register of Deeds Dianne E. Powers, Airport Manager William J. Weibrecht, Rodent Control Officer T.J. Hegarty, Emergency Management Coordinator John McCarthy, and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

With two abstentions, there were insufficient votes to approve the minutes of the March 10 meeting. Approval will be postponed until the April 14 meeting.  

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT

County Manager Davis reported that he and Chairman Alley traveled to Nantucket on March 23 to lay the groundwork for a meeting between the commissioners of both islands. That meeting is tentatively set for April 27 on Nantucket.

The County Manager reported that the Vineyard Health Care Access Program received a $2,000 grant from the Permanent Endowment Fund. The money will be used to pay for prescriptions for those who can’t afford them.

Davis also told Commissioners that Buddy’s Auto & Truck Repair Service of Oak Bluffs submitted the successful bid to provide routine maintenance on county vehicles. The towns will be invited to participate, he said.

On another matter, Mr. Davis said the SSA has decided not to go ahead with a new rule that would have forced motorists to leave their vehicles while a boat was under way. He also said the rate increase threshold for vehicles would be increased from 16 to 17 feet, which would exempt most personal vehicles. That change will not take effect until Jan. 1, 2005, however. Mr. Davis said he is working on establishing a separate rate for island governmental entities.

Mr. Davis reported on his telephone conference call with representatives of the FAA wherein Donna Witte indicated that the FAA has a requirement to demonstrate that the airport is receiving appropriate remuneration for land area let out to non-aeronautical activities.  Adjustments such as land improvements; benefits provided to the airport; and some prior payments made on behalf of the airport could be entertained.

In other business, the County Manager said he has written a letter of support for a grant application by the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority, The authority is seeking $65,000 in a Rural Development Grant that would allow owners to upgrade their rental properties. In return, owners would commit to a certain rental period at affordable rates.

Finally in his report, Mr. Davis said SSA legal counsel has answered two questions about the authority’s contract with Carroll Advertising: 1) Paula Peters, Director of Public Relations and Marketing, did have legal authority to sign the contract; and 2) A bidding procedure was used to choose the vendor advertising agency.

OLD BUSINESS

Commissioners discussed a memo from Mr. Strauss about the SSA. The memo concluded with the point that the SSA should not be pursuing an aggressive advertising-sales strategy without a policy in place. Commissioner Wey moved to send a letter to SSA Governor Kathryn A. Roessel, asking for a halt to advertising sales until a policy is developed. The motion directed that copies of the letter be sent to the other Governors and to SSA management. Mr. Strauss seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Emergency Management Coordinator John McCarthy made a programmatic presentation.

Highlights:

· Emergency Management has two functions: Search-and-Rescue and General Emergency Management. Karen Ogden is the director of the Search-and-Rescue Program.

· The Search-and-Rescue Program has critical equipment needs, especially a Communications/Command Vehicle from which to operate.

· Each town has its own Emergency Management Agency, but by definition, a disaster overwhelms local capabilities. Many disasters would require county, state and even federal assistance.

· The sheriff has offered space for an Emergency Operations Center in the basement of the new Community Corrections Center. This would be far superior to the existing space in Tisbury School.

Rodent Control Officer T.J. Hegarty made a programmatic presentation. Highlights:

· The program deals not only with rodents but other pests, including insects, geese and bats.

· Services are provided to county properties, towns and nonprofits.

· Island schools are served by the Rodent Control Program. A federal law requires notification of students’ parents if chemicals are used on the school property.

· The “Rat Balloon,” for which donations were solicited, has been purchased and is in the county’s possession. It will be used in fairs and parades and other promotional opportunities.

Martha’s Vineyard Airport Manager William J. Weibrecht briefed Commissioners on Massport’s plan to increase peak-period landing fees at Boston Logan International Airport. The increase would be potentially ruinous to Cape Air, which carries 40,000 passengers a year in and out of Martha’s Vineyard Airport. Weibrecht said Capeports, a coalition of five airports in southeastern Massachusetts, is lobbying for exemptions from the increases.

Mr. Jason moved to send a letter to Gov. Mitt Romney and Massport, asking for relief from the increases. Mr. Wey seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. Mr. Alley noted that the issue of peak-period landing fees at Logan surfaces periodically.

In other new business, Commissioners interviewed W. Leo Frame Jr. and Mark Seward prior to appointing them to the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority. Mr. Seward has served a three-year term on the authority, and Mr. Frame is a new appointee. Both stressed the importance of a regional approach to affordable housing.

Mr. Leland made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wey, to appoint Frame, Seward, Abbe Burt and Molly Flender to the authority. (Burt and Flender, who were reappointments, were unable to attend the meeting). The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Wey moved to appoint Ken Chisolm to the Dukes County Health Council. Mr. Leland seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Strauss moved, seconded by Mr. Wey, to go into executive session to discuss a matter of litigation and security, then return to public session. The roll call vote to go into executive session was unanimous.

Back in open session, Mr. Wey made the following motion, seconded by Mr. Strauss: “That the County of Dukes County Commissioners vote to delegate to the County Manager, or in his absence, as time is of the essence, to the County of Dukes County Chairman, the authority to commit the County of Dukes County for the power contract currently being negotiated by the Cape Light Compact.” The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Leland moved to adjourn. Mr. Wey seconded. The vote was unanimous, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

_______________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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